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Teacher as Learner:
Tools, Techniques for the 

Scholarship of Teaching

A workshop with Jeanette McVeigh, M.S., 
M.S.L.S., Coordinator of Electronic 
Resources, 

Associate Professor,
Information Science

Objectives
• Review basic searching techniques
• Use ERIC for research in the 

scholarship of teaching with 
descriptor terms, keywords and limits 
by publication type or other limits

• Search PubMed for scholarship in 
teaching and learning and compare 
with ERIC

Objectives
• Explore major features of Google 

Scholar Advanced Search
• Explore personalization: saved 

searches, RSS feeds and alerts
• Discuss strategies for continued search 

for scholarship
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Searching
• Natural language—encourages use of 

phrases or sentences
– Example: I am interested in PCBs in farm raised 

salmon
• Keywords—principle ideas, concepts

– Example: PCBs, farmed, salmon
• Controlled vocabulary—pre-selected terms 

describe concepts consistently assigned to 
articles
– Example: polychlorinated biphenyl, Salmo salar

Combining Terms
OR

» OCEANS      OR     RIVERS

Combining Terms
AND

» OCEANS    AND   RIVERS
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Combining Terms
NOT

» OCEANS   NOT  RIVERS

ERIC
http://www.eric.ed.gov

• Over 1.3 million bibliographic records, 1966-
• Includes journal articles, conference papers, 

technical reports, etc.
• Covers early childhood to higher and adult 

education
• Teacher education but also reading, 

mathematics, science, environmental education, 
languages and social studies
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PubMed
http://www.pubmed.gov

• 19 million + citations
• Most from 1966 on but some citations date 

back to early 20th century
• Biomedical and life sciences
• Topics related to educating students for 

professions within these
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Google Scholar
http://scholar.google.com

• In the beginning, mostly science and 
technology now more social science and 
some humanities

• Sources uncertain--Elsevier e.g, JStor and 
open access journals

• Large database, good for cross 
disciplinary searches

• Some citation analysis
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Personalization

• MyERIC, MyNCBI, “Tools”
• Registration

– Table of Contents alerts via e-mail
– Saved searches via e-mail or stored
– Saved citations
– RSS feeds
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